
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Correspondence of Judge Richard Peters. 325 



SELECTIONS PEOM THE COEEESPONDENCE OP 
JUDGE EICHAED PETEES OP BELMONT. 

[Originals in the Manuscript Division of The Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania.] 

Rev. Dr. William Smith offers to preach a Series of Sermons. 

Philadelph 17 Dec r 93 
The committee waited upon the Rev 4 D r W m Smith on 
the Subject of his Letter to The R\ Rev" D r . White re- 
specting his Offer to preach his Course of Sermons & 
performing a proportion of the Parochial duty when it 
was explicitly declared to D r . Smith that the Vestry 
kindly Accepted of his Services ; but they were sorry to 
inform him that it was not in their power to give him 
any expectation whatever of a Compensation owing to 
the State of their Funds, when he declared that he had 
no expectation of any Emolument and would chearfully 
perform his part of the duties as should be agreed upon 
between him the Rector & D r . Blackwell and at the ex- 
piration of the time if the Vestry should approve of the 
Services he may have rendered & should shew their re- 
gard by Voting the Value of a tea cup it would be fully 
Satisfactory 

George Washington, to Richard Peters. 

Philadelphia 21". Jan: 1797. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received with much pleasure, your agricultural 
enquiries on Plaister of Paris ; — and thank you for the 
honor of, and the affectionate sentiments contained in, 
the Dedication 

I shall be obliged by your furnishing me with two or 
three more copies of them, one of which I will send by 
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the first opportunity to my correspondent, and zealous 
supporter of agriculture — Sir John Sinclair. — 
With sentiments of very great esteem & regard 
I am — Dear Sir 
Your much obliged, 
and Affect 6 . Serv 

G° : Washington 

George Washington to Richard Peters. 

Mount Vernon 26 th June 1797 
Dear Sir, 

Until last week, I had no suspicion that the Hessian 
fly was among my wheat ; but upon examination I found 
there were many. — They have come too late, this year, 
however, to do me much damage; but as I view them as 
the harbingers of those who will visit me next year, I 
would guard, as far as it may be in my power, against 
the threatned evil. — 

Permit me therefore to ask, if from your own experi- 
ence, or from that of others on whom you can rely it 
is ascertained whether Rye or Barley (winter or Sum- 
mer) is liable to this calamity? In the country above 
me, the Wheat, I am informed, is entirely destroyed (in 
places) by this fly; and from the appearances of them 
among mine, It is but too probable it would be the case 
with me next year, if I do not substitute other grain in 
its place. But What grain is the important question. — 
Are Oats affected by these flies. 

Where this calamity has not visited the Wheat, the 
grain is remarkably fine, and the quantity not to be 
complained of. — Present me, if you please, in respect- 
ful terms to M ra . Peters, and add thereto the compli- 
ments of M rs . Washington. — With great esteem & 
regard 

I am Dear Sir 

Tour affect 6 . Hb 16 Serv 4 

G° : Washington 
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P. 8. 

Is there any truth in the observation that the yellow 
bearded Wheat "will resist the injury which the common 
wheat sustains from the above named fly? — 

Timothy Pickering to Richard Peters. 

Trenton Aug'. 28. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Last evening I received your favour of the 24 th . and 
was happy to learn that you and your family were well. 
In mine no one complains, except my wife with her 
standing affliction the tooth-ache, which also excites a 
pain in one side of her head. 

We have most gloomy accounts from the city, which 
a letter of yesterday from M r . Hodgdon confirmed : but 
is it possible that 99 died the proceeding 48 hours? — 
Just as my family were leaving the city, I received a 
note from Nancy Cunningham, requesting a room in 
my house, to which she & her mother could remove from 
Union Street : I cheerfully consented ; and now Nancy is 
dead. I presume she took the fever before they re- 
moved from Union Street. 

M r . Eawle has written me about the secret projects 
of the United Irishmen: I now send him an answer, 
& put this under cover to him, as he is at the falls of 
Schuylkill, and you have stopped communication with 
the city. It will perhaps be useful for you to see him, 
as both of you have at the same time had your atten- 
tion excited by the same discontented characters which 
infest our country. 

Gerry in Paris May 28, wrote to M r . King; yet said 
not a word about leaving that country : altho ' he wrote 
me May 13th acknowledging the receipt of the instruc- 
tions of March 23 d . which he said he should duly ob- 
serve: these required him (for they were addressed to 
all three of the Envoys) to demand his passport and 
quit France : for not one of the cases stated in the in- 
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structions, which would have authorized his staying 
there, existed. But in the close of his letter to me, he 
said that in two or three days he hoped to obtain the 
"ultimate views of the French Government toward the 
U. S. which Talleyrand had promised him in writing;" 
and I suppose he had been promising daily, up to the 
time when Gerry wrote to M r . King. He also said in 
his letter to me, that he should embark in the Sophia, 
which carried out his instructions. But I shall not be 
much disappointed, if he stays in Paris until his second 
instructions reach him, requiring him peremptorily to 
leave France. These last instructions were dated the 
25th of June and sent by various routes. He will feel 
the reproaches plainly, tho' with as much caution as 
possible, expressed in these second instructions — unless 
he should have lost all discernment and all sense of per- 
sonal honor and respect. 

M r . Pinckney wrote M r . King from Lyons, on the 26th 
of May, where he had till then been detained by his 
daughter's illness : but she was better. 

A Boston paper (the fulsome Centinel) has three 
times mentioned Gen 1 . Knox as the first Major General, 
to command Pinckney & Hamilton; [and this arrange- 
ment (inter nos) would meet the ideas of a certain 
Great Man:] but neither General Washington nor the 
public Voice have looked for this arrangement, these 
have placed them in the order in which they were nomi- 
nated — H. P. K. What do you think of the matter 1 ? 
To my surprize Knox has strongly manifested his dis- 
inclination to serve under Hamilton ! 

I am very affectionately yours 

T. Pickering. 

Timothy Pickering to Richard Peters. 

City of Washington Oct. 28. 1803. 
I regretted, my dear Sir, that I was unable to pass a 
day with you at Belmont, on my way hither. If you had 
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lived within three miles of Gray's ferry I should have 
spent an evening with you. The tavern being full, I 
took the liberty of going, with a fellow traveller who is 
a botanist, to M r . Hamilton's place, where we lodged, 
and where I had an opportunity of making some en- 
quiries concerning your family. I promise myself the 
pleasure of seeing them, on the rising of Congress, 
which some suggest will be much sooner than usual; 
while others say that our economists will not be anxious, 
as it respects themselves, to husband the time or money 
of the public. 

In the treaty of cession (as 'tis called) of Louisiana, 
you will see the flimsy nature of the title we have ac- 
quired, and in the stipulation of the third article, an 
exercise of power to which the President and Senate 
were not competent. I have not heard of one intelligent 
democrat who pretends that the stipulation can be per- 
formed without an amendment of the Constitution. 
And this, it strikes me, cannot be made in the ordinary 
mode of amending ; but that each individual State com- 
prehended in the boundaries of the original association 
must give its assent: it being for the admission of a 
new partner into the company. For if a new member 
of small power may be so admitted, then may a large 
one — so large as to destroy totally the existing balance 
of power — even to transfer the seat of government and 
the sovereign power to the new associate. 

These difficulties, however, present to our rulers and 
their followers, no impediments to the execution of the 
treaties, in respect to the taking possession of the new 
territory, and paying the money stipulated in the two 
conventions. Any violations of the Constitution are 
conceded in their constant & zealous professions of their 
devoted attachment to it; and if they do transgress, 
they rely (as one leader avowed his readiness to do) 
on the approbation of the people, and explicit justifi- 
cation, by their amending the constitution. 
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But admitting the acquired title were complete, how 
could we part with any portion of Louisiana, to a 
foreign power (to Spain, for instance, in exchange for 
the floridas) seeing we stipulate, in the 3rd article of 
the treaty, to incorporate it into the Union? 

It is now publicly talked of, that Spain remonstrates 
against the cession by the French Eepublic, and our 
taking possession. I am not now at liberty to be Ex- 
plicit on this Subject. But why is the president to be 
vested with authority to employ the army, the navy, & 
80,000 militia, if needed, in this business? You will 
form your own conclusions. This negociation, so 
pacific, which was to ensure us peace for ages, has laid 
the foundation of war, and I apprehend, a war not 
remote. 

Adieu ! 

T. Pickering 
My love to your family. 

Timothy Pickering to Richard Peters. 

City of Washington, Dec r . 24. 1803 
My dear friend, 

Altho' the end of all our revolutionary labours and 
expectations is disappointment — and our fond hopes of 
republican happiness are vanity — and the real patriots 
of '76 are overwhelmed by the modern pretenders to 
that character: I will not yet despair. I will rather 
anticipate a new confederacy, exempt from the corrupt 
and corrupting influence & oppression of the aristocratic 
democrats of the South. There will be (and our chil- 
dren, at farthest, will see it) a separation. The white 
and black population will mark the boundary. The 
British provinces, even with the assent of Britain, will 
become members of the Northern Confederacy. A con- 
tinued tyranny of the present ruling sect will precipi- 
tate that event. The patience of good citizens is now 
nearly exhausted. By open violations, and pretended 
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amendments, they are shattering our political baric, 
which with a few more similar repairs must founder. 
Efforts however, & laudable ones, are, and will con- 
tinue to be made, to keep the timbers together. The 
most distinguished you will find in the speech of M r . 
Tracy, which I inclose. He has exhibited the excellency 
of the constitution, as it now prescribes the mode of 
electing the president & vice-president; & pointed out 
the pernicious tendency of the proposed amendment. 
John Taylor of Virginia, the Goliath of the party in 
this question, attempted to support the amendment, 
but the ground was untenable; and his speech can do 
neither him nor the cause any honour. 

Our humble Eepublicans are in a hobble with the 
British minister & his lady, on a point of ettiquette. 
You know the chaste, the dignified manners of Wash- 
ington. Without a condescension that might degrade, 
or pride which, arrogating too much, might disgust, he 
treated foreign ministers & their ladies, as respectable 
strangers, entitled to the first distinction. Our present 
modest rulers have reversed all this — (they take a 
malignant pleasure in overturning whatever bears the 
stamp of Washington) — and given precedency to their 
own ladies: M rs . Madison first — then M rB . Gallatin — 
have been led from the drawing-room to the dining 
table — and after them M rs . Merry. This repeated, show- 
ing a premeditated plan, has determined the latter to 
refuse all invitations to dine.— I did not know of this 
fracas at the time that, falling in with M r . Madison, he 
asked of me information of former usages. To be sure, 
I was the most unlucky person in the World, to be 
applied to as judge of appeals on a subject of etiquette : 
however, I remembered enough to tell the fact: prefac- 
ing it with — "You know, Sir, that General Washington 
was remarkable for his correctness in all such cases." 

M r . Madison affected to treat matters of ettiquette as 
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trifles, and undeserving of the attention of men of 
sense. Why then have the president & his ministers, 
enlightened above all their predecessors, made of this 
trifle a concerted, serious plan, to the necessary dis- 
gust of a respectable foreign minister & his lady, who 
ground their claims on the twelve years usage of the 
former administrations'? 

I did, indeed, go on ; and told M r . Madison, that Presi- 
dent Adams, when he came to the chair, proposed to 
give precedency to the wives of his own ministers — the 
heads of departments : but I entreated him not to do it ; 
on the contrary, to adhere to the established usage of 
President Washington : and I prevailed. — I remember 
M r . Adam's remark on the occasion, why our own 
ministers & their ladies should take precedency of the 
foreign : " If we do not respect ourselves, we shall not 
be respected by others." But, as was said by Epima- 
nondas, when his fellow citizens imposed on him the 
office of scavenger — or at best, of overseer of the high- 
ways — it is the man who does honour to the office' — not 
the office to the man. Let Washington and Adams be 
contrasted. 

I have since been informed, that our rulers are now 
seeking shelter in the information derived from my col- 
league, J. Q. Adams, of the practice in the European 
Courts. And M r . Madison at the time before mentioned, 
when, in answer to his inquiry, I told him what was the 
usage established by Washington — asked me — "Do you 
think that at London M r . Pitt (if he had had a wife) or 
Lord Grenville, would have given to M rs . King the pre- 
cedency of their own ladies ? ' ' 

The truth is, that Democratic Rulers are the proudest 
men on earth. Their name & professions forbid the 
assumption of lofty titles of nobility ; and therefore they 
affect to despise them ; and depressing that rank below 
that of Citizen, aim at real superiour elevation. 
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Pray present my kindest remembrance to M rs . Peters 
and your children. 

Very sincerely yours 

Timothy Pickering. 
P. S. It is mentioned as an indubitable fact, that M r . 
Jefferson gave the first audience to the British minister 
(which could not have taken place but by appointment) 
in his slippers, & an undress! just as he receives his 
democratic scullions, whom he is ready, at all hours, to 
admit to his presence. 

Aaron Burr to Richard Peters. 
M r Burr's respectful Compliments — He sends for the 
amusement of Judge Peters "The report of the Com- 
mittee of the "H. of E appointed to enquire into the 
official conduct of "Samuel Chase and Bichard Peters" 
The Book being a Volume of about 200 pages, is now in 
the hands of M r Lewis & M r Dallas, subject to Judge 
Peters' orders — 

M r B. is on his way to Nyork and will leave town 
this day 
Phil". 15 Mar. 
1804 

Gen'l. James Wilkinson to Bichard Peters. 

Carlisle Sept. 27 th 04 
Dear Sir 

Yesterday was a Day of suffering & Peril to us — you 
left us on the Mountain Boad, which jolted us almost to 
Death, descending a damned ugly craggy stumpy part 
of it, engaged Eyes, Hands & feet, I heard a shreik 
behind me & turning about, I beheld the carriage with 
out a driver &1 the Horses darting after me at half 
speed — I wish I may be as collected in fight — I saw the 
danger thought all was lost & determined to share the 
wreck, jumpt from my Seat met the Horses immediately 
opposite the pole, fortunately grasped their check reins 
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& stopt them, my lowlived * 'Irishman (curse all such) 
was soon up, & then I had to give chace — "ventrie a 
terre" to my little Sorrels who had proceeded on at a 
gentle jog, and I found this a sad part of the Business, 
for it was truly a hopeless stern chace, hut providence, 
kind sweet providence, had determined not to favor me 
by halves, & in the moment that my feet & legs were to 
be crushed, by the Ponderous Mass which they had car- 
ried, with some velocity, more than sixteen furlongs, my 
horses stopt & I resumed my seat, after leaning breath- 
less over the foot board for fifteen minutes, during 
which I had time to thank God for our miraculous es- 
cape — We arrived half after 3 oc : Mrs. Wilkinson ex- 
tremely indisposed & myself strained from throat to 
Heel — We are better this Morning but shall not proceed 
until tomorrow, and I drop you this line by Command 
of my Mistress, with a view to caution you & yours 
against the Mountain Road — I was about to tell you a 
story about the President. Grujo & Maj r Jackson, but 
have laid my hands on the thing itself — which will be 
enclosed or transmited by the sweet little Walsh. — who 
improves on Acquaintance we invoke Heaven for M™. 
Willings speedy & radical cure — we embrace little 
Thomas, the dear Cherub, and send our best wishes with 
our best respects to your lady yourself & the young 
Gentlemen — 

with respectful consideration & esteem 
I am Dear Sir 

Tour Obde 

JaWilkinson 

Timothy Pickering to Richard Peters. 

City of Washington March 24. 1806. 
My dear sir, 

Your letter of the 20th is received. The preceding 
one led me to hope that Sally's health was so far re- 

* He had I believe fallen asleep, fell from his Seat, & the hind wheel 
ran over Him without damage. 
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stored as to relieve you from anxiety on her account. 
I feel how necessary such a daughter, & now your sole 
constant companion, must be to the repose & tranquil 
enjoyment of the remainder of your life; and I pray 
God she may perfectly recover, and live long to make 
you happy. 

I am satisfied that you need apprehend nothing for 
Ralph, in consequence of his capture by the British. 
With such a cargo it seems impossible that he can 
suffer any detention. The late news too is, that the 
British have been releasing American vessels. This 
probably has arisen from the disastrous issue of the 
Continental coalition — and a conviction that a great 
number of ship-owners have been taken by surprise; 
and therefore, at least, treated unjustly. If we had a 
President who possessed a practical knowledge of his 
duty, and honesty and firmness to perform it, all our 
difficulties with G. Britain respecting our neutral com- 
merce would either have been prevented or removed. 
I expect nothing from Monroe's talents. If M r . Jef- 
ferson were really desirous of negotiating a fair & equal 
treaty with G. B. he would send a minister competent 
to the task. Monroe is to tease by his letters and re- 
monstrances ; and, if possible, obtain from G. B. a re- 
nunciation of those principles which M r . Jefferson calls 
"interpolation" in the law of nations; and an abandon- 
ment of her right to take her own subjects who as sea- 
men are found navigating the ships of the U. States : 
but not to make a treaty. Such is my belief. My 
language is indeed peremptory : but I mean you should 
understand it as expressing no more than my firm 
belief. Yet if Monroe should not succeed, & I do not 
expect that he will succeed, we shall be told that G. 
.Britain refuses to treat, on any terms compatible with 
the interests of the U. States. I do not even believe that 
M r . Jefferson wishes to have the ablest men employed 
at foreign courts. He is vain of his own diplomatic 
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skill ; and thinks his instructions sufficient to illuminate 
a common man, and pour conviction on the ministers 
of those courts. Long ago I entertained this opinion. 
I knew that he draughted instructions with his own 
hand ; and with a vain confidence of their efficacy ; and 
particularly to Monroe. And Eandolph has lately told 
us, that the President has ' ' no Cabinet. ' ' And a friend 
of his, of the Senate, lately said that "he was very 
obstinate." But he has views and passions to gratify, 
all of which his devoted friends do not comprehend. A 
little while since, he nominated John B. C. Lucas (or 
whatever be the prenomens — Lucas I mean who perse- 
cuted Judge Addison) to be a judge of the Louisiana 
territory. Before this, he had received an Executive 
appointment, and had gone and officiated in the terri- 
tory : but now there were complaints of a serious nature 
against him ; all which the President well knew : yet he 
would not withdraw the nomination; but wished the 
Senate to negative it! So said some of his particular 
friends, by the fire side. However, a competent number 
of his men not having been timely informed, the nomi- 
nation was approved by a majority of one vote. I give 
you this merely as a sample of the little, wretched, con- 
temptible principles which govern this man's adminis- 
tration of the government. 

But I have rambled entirely from the point on which 
I intended to make an observation. "When I began the 
subject of politics, Jefferson was not in my thoughts : 
I wish there could be no future occasion for him to enter 
there : for whatever he might have been in better times, 
I view him now as one of the worst men who ever 
directed the affairs of a free country; and who has done 
more to corrupt and debase this, than all other causes 
from the commencement of our revolution. 

But to my point. "You are so impartial, as to the 
great Cormorants of the Land and Sea, that you abomi- 
nate both of them." — I know that right & justice have 
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too little influence in the conduct of nations. You know, 
as every one who has been a member in any national 
assembly knows, how many important questions are de- 
cided against the convictions of a majority of what 
justice and the public good require. And the wise man 
says, when he saw oppression under the sun — "I looked, 
and lo, on the side of the oppressor there was power." 
Nevertheless, there are degrees in violence, and in- 
justice : and were I a Swede, or a Dane, I would prefer 
a submission of my cause, rather, by many degrees, to 
an English than a French decision; and quite as soon 
as to that of the enlightened government of my own 
dear country. 

I do indeed view Britain as a shield, the only shield, 
to protect us, as well as herself from the deadly shafts 
of the Conqueror and Arbiter of the Continental States 
of Europe ; among whom, Russia alone retains her inde- 
pendance. England can annoy, and if she please, de- 
stroy our commerce: but she cannot touch our inde- 
pendence. But if France prevail, Britain first becomes 
one of her provinces, and we next. Our country as well 
as our commerce, would be at her disposal. France has 
a most fond attachment to her ancient possessions. It 
was purely and simply (if we take her word for it) 
from this parental fondness, that she desired to re- 
possess Louisiana, when she compelled her vassal Spain 
to retrocede it. — In the event above supposed, her 
bowels would yearn towards her dear, her first born 
American Children, Canada & Nova Scotia. Next she 
would extend her arms once more to Louisiana; exciting 
the Spaniard to pick a quarrel with the U. S. in which 
France of course, we know, would make common cause : 
and the war once begun, all the country east of the 
Missisipi, as far as the Allegany Mountain, would again 
become what it was a century, ago, a part of Louisiana. 
This claim on our backs, you know, began the seven 
years war. — This claim was revived at the peace of 

Vol. XLIV.— 22 
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Paris in 1783 ; and if M r . Jay had been as complaisant 
as D r . Franklin, would have been acquiesced in. 

Such, in my view, is the fate which awaits us, if the 
shield of Britain be pierced through, and struck from 
her arm, by the sword of France. Once more then I 
say (what in the lapse of more than thirty years I have 
not said) God save the King ! God save his people from 
the crushing weight of Napoleon's iron crown! For in 
their safety our own is inseparably involved. Nor is 
it selfishness alone which draws from me these ejacula- 
tions. Corrupt as the world is, where shall we find so 
fair a portion of the human race? Were we, the "en- 
lightened & virtuous" people of the IT. States, pos- 
sessed of the like predominant power at sea, should we, 
think you, act a whit better? My dear friend, I have 
seen, this present session, such a prostration of all 
principle as left no room for charity. — Moreover, I 
always see in England the country of my ancestors, who 
there imbibed the most correct notions of civil liberty, 
and brought them here. From England we have de- 
rived our most valuable institutions. In England 
liberty finds her purest asylum. Should our, in the 
mad career of democracy, be extinguished, — by a touch 
from England it may be rekindled. Where are to be 
found so many monuments of the noblest and most use- 
ful virtues, as in England? — From my soul I say, 

"England, with all thy faults, I love thee still and, 

while yet a nook is left, where English minds and man- 
ners may be found, shall be constrained to love thee." 

The declaration of Independence so much celebrated 
as the work of Jefferson (in which however he has but 
a share of merit) contains one excellent sentiment, but 
which neither he nor his adherents ever think of — cer- 
tainly never act on — "We must therefore view them 
(the British) as we view the rest of mankind — enemies 
in war — in peace friends." It is their unceasing, in- 
veterate hatred of G. Britain. which is, as it long has 
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been, the chief source of all our disputes with that 
nation. 

But I have not time for any further speculations on 
this subject ; and I fear you will be wearied before you 
arrive at this page. 

You ask, "Who is this Cook," whose speech you saw 
in the news-paper? — I'll tell you; a poor, vain, con- 
ceited democrat from the Province of Maine ; and whose 
public (what-ever may be his private) morality may be 
denned by two words : With him, power and right are 
convertible terms. And he, with the majority of the 
several branches of our government, are now (in a case 
which I cannot at this moment conveniently explain) 
proceeding on this principle toward one European 
nation, by collusion with another: and for which (a 
favorite project of Jefferson) we shall probably one 
day deservedly suffer. 

To return once more to the politics in your letter: 
I do not wish to see Britain stripped of any of her 
foreign possessions : for France would succeed to them 
in fact, in whose ever name they shall be held, As for 
titles, he might have, for ought I should care, as many 
and as lofty as were ever assumed by the most mag- 
nificent Eastern Monarchs. But he is not to be satis- 
fied by such baubles. "Tis solid power, a power to 
sway the scepter of the World, which can alone satiate 
his ambition and his pride. — He will not listen to terms 
which Britain can accede to, without sealing her own 
destruction. The war must continue; how long, God 
only knows; but doubtless until the power of Britain 
is annihilated, or the unavailing efforts of Bonaparte 
shall induce him to yield to such an abandonment of 
power & influence on the continent, as shall divest him 
of the means of becoming the Tyrant of the World. 
Most sincerely yours. 

T. Pickering. 
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Timothy Pickering to Richard Peters. 

Washington April 13. 1806. 
Dear, 

This is the last letter I shall send you from this city 
"four miles square." Last evening I received yours 
of the 10th. I am happy to learn that tho' suddenly 
attacked by one of Time's dread agents, you had suffi- 
cient vigour to give him a repulse : but you are not un- 
mindful that sooner or later his assaults will be irre- 
sistable. I am alike happy that Marie & Sally are re- 
covered or recovering. Such information of a family 
in which I have so many years felt so deep an interest, 
does indeed relieve me under such disastrous political 
pressures" as I have been doomed here to witness. 

I little thought that you & I, who during a long period 
have thought so much alike on political subjects, should 
now, in our old age, be at odds. I see no reason to re- 
nounce my opinions. The veil will not soon be removed 
from the popular eye — if ever. I am no scholar : but I 
recollect, what experience has confirmed, that "Regis 
ad exemplum totus componitur orbis." If Jefferson 
had not been five years our president, I should not have 
believed it possible for one man, controuled by precise 
constitutional rules and laws, to produce such a revolu- 
tion in politics & morals as we now see. Or were the 
people previously corrupt & base, and only waiting an 
occasion to display their real character? What could 
more disgrace and degrade a nation than the proceed- 
ings at this city during the past winter? The national 
spirit and dignity are gone — never to rise while Jeffer- 
son bears rule. And who will succeed? A man of char- 
acter & ability? No : The feeble, timid Madison, or the 
dull Monroe : and in the latter case, such an ambitious, 
and at the same time unprincipled man as Randolph 
will be his prime minister. Fools & knaves will con- 
tinue to be the general favourites of the people, until 
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the government is subverted. What will then turn up 
it is not difficult to conjecture. Just now we have no 
royal timber, but it is growing; and our children will 
see it in its maturity. As for corruption it as really, 
and I do not know* but as extensively, exists here as in 
St. Stephen's chapel (if that is the place where sits the 
British parliament;) tho' the means of corruption are 
in some respects different. It is at present not conveni- 
ent to distribute eagles here, like guineas there: but 
offices & contracts are prostituted to accomplish similar 
ends ; and where these are wanting, all remaining prin- 
ciple gives way to popularity and the maintenance of 
party views. 

You place the Hanoverian & the Corsican on the same 
line, as equal objects of hatred: and is there no dif- 
ference in the condition of the subjects of those two 
monarchs? I need not answer or explain — nor have I 
time. Perhaps the people of Canada & Nova Scotia 
may be dissatisfied with their Royal Governments, tho' 
in the full enjoyment of English liberty; for mankind 
are seldom contented with their condition: but they 
would certainly be great fools voluntarily to become 
members of our boasted Republic. 

But a truce to politics : in them you and I may differ: 
while in mutual affection we shall always be united. 

Adieu I 

Timothy Pickering. 
P. S. Have you seen Madison's letter of March 31. in 
answer to one signed T. Fanniar, in behalf of the New- 
York merchants? It is a master-piece of obscure & 
pitiful evasion: Jefferson & Madison must have 
clubbed their wits in its production. 

Dr. Benjamin Bush to Bichard Peters. 
Dear Sir, 

I am so much accustomed to have my opinions and 
Conduct misrepresented, that I have ceased to com- 
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plain of my medical brethren upon that Account. The 
tenor of my lectures and publications have refuted the 
Calumnies upon the former, and the issue of my life 
will I hope refute the latter. I know from whence the 
falsehood was derived. The men who propagated it, 
did not believe it. 

I believe brutes have souls, but I never said, nor 
never believed — that they were immortal. Wiser and 
better men than I shall ever be, have maintained the 
latter opinion, among whom I mentioned D r Hartley 
and D r Hildrop — the one an eminent philosopher and 
physician, the other — a pious & learned divine of the 
Church of England. 

The lecture which has given occasion to the idle story 
you mention, is now printed. Whenever it is read, it 
will do us both justice. 

I have interrogated a number of my pupils upon the 
Subject alluded to. They all understand me perfectly, 
and connected your name only with the Undertaking, 
or design of the lecture. 

From Dear Sir 

Yrs sincerely 

Benj m : Eush 
Novem r 28. 1807. 

P. 8. I concluded after writing the above letter to 
defer sending it till I could accompany it with a Copy 
of the lecture. You will perceive that I have called the 
authors of the calumny you have mentioned "medical 
brethren." were I a Governor — I could call them 
Ingrates — Liabs — Apostates & Tbaitoes. 
Decern' 12 th . 1807 



